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have not been authorized by the Con-
gress and as a result, the task force 
members are not eligible for Federal 
disability or death benefits if they are 
injured while federally deployed. 

I have introduced H.R. 4183, the Na-
tional Urban Search and Rescue Re-
sponse System Act of 2007, which could 
give them the protections that they de-
serve. I hope all Members will join me 
in moving this legislation forward. 

f 

DENTON, TEXAS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Denton County, 
Texas. 

I grew up in Denton, a town where a 
mere 160 years ago there were more 
cattle than people. In fact, when my 
parents moved to the area in 1951, the 
town of Denton was a city of 20,000. 
Today it is well over 100,000 and the 
county is well over 400,000. 

Denton is not the biggest county in 
America, but as long as I can remem-
ber, it is the kind of place where you 
knew the mayor, the local shop owners, 
the bank tellers, or the manager of the 
local grocery store. The fabric of the 
community was in the businesses that 
helped build the community and sus-
tain life there. The same is true today. 

Some of these Denton County busi-
nesses and the Chambers of Commerce 
that represent them are here in Wash-
ington today. I am pleased to welcome 
my friends and some of the local offi-
cials to the Nation’s capital. I also 
want to thank them for helping make 
Denton County a place of entrepreneur-
ship and economic opportunity, a 
friendly place where people are glad to 
see you, and I, for one, am very glad to 
call home. 

I would like to submit the names of 
the Denton County delegation for the 
RECORD: Mandy Calvin, Jonathan Cal-
vin, Gene Carey, Donald Combs, Cindi 
Howard, Mary Jacoby, Claude King, 
Matt McCormick, Stan Morton, Jody 
Smith, Katy Taggart, and Lori Walker. 
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WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, April 28 
marks the 20th annual Workers Memo-
rial Day. I rise with other members of 
the Labor and Working Family Caucus 
to acknowledge the millions of workers 
who have been killed or injured on the 
job. 

Since 1970, OSHA has been a driving 
force in improving workplace safety 
across the country. However, the Bush 
administration has sought to downsize 
the agency. A weakened OSHA has real 
life-or-death consequences for workers, 
such as Cintas employee Eleazar 
Torres-Gomez who died last year when 

he was dragged into an industrial 
dryer. 

Mr. Torres-Gomez’s fate is, unfortu-
nately, too common. Sixteen workers 
die every day in our country from 
work-related injuries. 

Last year, along with Representative 
LYNN WOOLSEY, I introduced the Pro-
tecting America’s Workers Act, which 
amends OSHA to cover more workers, 
and strengthens protections and ac-
countability. During Workers Memo-
rial Week, the best way to honor our 
workers is to quickly send this bill to 
the President’s desk. 
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HERE COMES THE HORSE 
CAVALRY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Canada is the 
largest crude oil supplier to the United 
States. About half of that crude is de-
rived from what is called oil sands. 
Also, the military wants to buy Cana-
dian ‘‘unconventional fuels’’ instead of 
buying fuel from rogue dictators. The 
Air Force wants to use Canadian ‘‘coal 
to liquid fuel’’ and turn it into jet fuel. 

But the nonenergy bill passed by 
Congress prohibits such purchases be-
cause of absurd environmental restric-
tions. 

Now, not only is it harder for Ameri-
cans to obtain affordable gasoline, our 
military is at risk of having a fuel 
shortage to carry out its mission in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

This Nation is at war. Our troops 
need fuel. The latest congressional at-
tempt to hurt the military as a way of 
appeasing environmental fear mongers 
could result in what happened to Gen-
eral George Patton in World War II. On 
August 31, 1944, General Patton was 
charging toward Germany and just out-
side of Metz, France, his tanks ran out 
of gas because bureaucrats here in the 
United States denied him fuel. 

So unless Congress acts, our troops 
may be charging into battle riding cav-
alry horses, while our tanks and planes 
rust and gather dust because they are 
out of gas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNITION OF WORKERS 
MEMORIAL DAY 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, this coming Mon-
day, April 28, millions of people world-
wide will recognize Workers Memorial 
Day. 

Each year, in this country, thousands 
of workers are killed due to workplace 
related injuries, and tens of thousands 
more die of occupational illness. It is 
staggering to think that each day an 
average of 16 workers are killed due to 
the injuries on the job. 

The bottom line is that everyone de-
serves a safe and healthy workplace. 
Many of us take this basic right for 
granted, but for millions of Americans, 
the threat of being permanently dis-
abled or even killed on a job is very 
real. 

Workers Memorial Day not only rec-
ognizes and honors those who have 
been killed or injured on the job, it 
also reminds us of the overwhelming 
need to improve health and safety 
standards in our Nation’s workplace. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I introduced 
a resolution to recognize Workers Me-
morial Day, and I certainly encourage 
all my colleagues on Monday to pay re-
spect for those who have lost their 
lives this past year. 

f 

COUNTY PAYMENTS FOR 
DESCHUTES COUNTY, OREGON 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, in Deschutes County, Oregon, 78 
percent of the land is owned by the 
Federal Government. That’s an area 50 
percent larger than the State of Rhode 
Island. Yet the Federal Government 
has pulled the plug on its commitment 
to this central Oregon county, by al-
lowing the county timber payments 
program to expire. 

A full 10 percent of Deschutes Coun-
ty’s annual budget is comprised of 
county payments. Faced with the pos-
sibility of losing those funds, the coun-
ty last year laid off employees and cut 
services in its road department. This 
year the county’s grappling with a 
similar choice, lay off more employees, 
cut vital services, or find a balance of 
the two. 

Deschutes County Commissioner 
Dennis Luke said, ‘‘It’s not only our 
roads that will take a hit. More impor-
tantly, it affects our ability to reduce 
the threat of wildfire, provide search 
and rescue services to folks who enjoy 
recreating on the vast stretches of fed-
eral lands.’’ 

All the while, the House has had a so-
lution in waiting in H.R. 3058, a 4-year 
reauthorization, but its approval has 
been stymied by the Democratic lead-
ership, which, for some reason refuses 
to allow it to come up for a vote. 

H.R. 3058 languishes while we name 
post offices, honor sports teams and re-
name roads. There’s time for that, but 
not time to vote on H.R. 3058. 

I hope the health of rural America 
can find a spot somewhere tucked in 
among those priorities, and that the 
leadership will allow the House to vote 
to reauthorize county timber pay-
ments. 

f 

WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning 
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